

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FIRST 
TEN DAYS OF DHU'L HIJJAH 



Praise be to Allah that is due from all grateful believers, 
a fullness of praise for all his favours: a praise that is 
abundantly sincere and blessed. May the blessings of 
Allah be upon our beloved Master Muhammad, the 
chosen one, the Apostle of mercy and the seal of all 
Prophets (peace and blessings of Allah be upon them 
all); and upon his descendants who are upright and 
pure: a blessing lasting to the Day of Judgment, like the 
blessing bestowed upon the Prophet Ibrahim (alaihis 
salam) and his descendants. May Allah be pleased with 
all of the Prophetic Companions (Ashab al-Kiram). 
Indeed, Allah is most worthy of praise and supreme 
glorification! 



Once again a period of divine blessings has entered upon us with the 
opportunity to reap rewards, forgiveness and spiritual elevation. Dhul 
Hijjah is the twelfth month in the Islamic calendar, and it is the month 
whereby the fifth pillar of Islam known as al-Hajj is performed between 
the 8 th to the 13 th days of this blessed month. As for those who are not 
performing Hajj itself, there are a number of ways to maximise the 
rewards, especially so on the first ten days of this month. 

Indeed, the first ten days of the month of Dhul Hijjah are blessed days. 
Allah Most High Himself mentioned them in His book: 
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"By the Dawn, and the Ten Nights..." [Qur'an, Sura al-Fajr, 89.1-2] 

Imam Jalalud-Din al-Suyuti (d. 911 AH) has mentioned the following 
about the above verse in his Tafsir al-Jalalayn: 

[89:1] 

By the dawn, that is to say, [by] the dawn of each day, 
[89:2] 

And [by] the ten nights, the [first] ten nights of Dhu'l-Hijjah, 

Amongst the hadith based reports transmitted regarding the 
sacredness of the first ten days of Dhul Hijjah are the following: 

From Sahih al-Bukhari: 

(11) CHAPTER. Super iurjty of (doing good) 
dteds un the days of Taskriq (11th, 12th, 
Uth of Dhul-Hiiinh) ■ 

Ibn Abbas said, "Remember Allah 
during the well known days; i.e.. the first 
ten days of Dhul-rjijjah, and also the fixed 
number of appoined days; i.e. ihe days of 
Tashdq ni Ibn L Uniar and Abu H iirai rah used 
to go out to the market saying Takblr during 
the first ten days of DhuUHijjjah and the 
people would say Takhir after their Takhi^ 
Muhammad bin "AJI used to stay Takhir after 

969. Narrated Ibn 'Abbas L4it iui r^y- 
The Prophet said, "No good deeds done 
on other days are superior to those done on 
these (first ten days of DhuUHijjah) Then 
some Companions of the Prophet ^ said, 
"Nor even Jihad?* He replied, "Not even 
Jihad, except that of a man who does it by 
putting himself and his property in danger 
(for AllSh s & sake i.e., with his life and 
property) , and does not return with any of 
those things (i e ri h martyred)." 
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The last narration from Ibn Abbas (ra) is also found in the Jami of al- 
Tirmidhi who mentioned that on this topic there are also narrations 
from the Companions (Sahaba) like: Ibn Umar 1 , Abu Hurayra 2 , 
Abdullah ibn Amr 3 and Jabir 4 , may Allah be pleased with them all. 
From al-Tirmidhi 5 : 



The version from al-Tirmidhi was declared to be Sahih (authentic) by 
Shaykh Shu'ayb al-Arna'ut in his editing of Jami al-Tirmidhi 6 and he 
also mentioned that it is also located (besides Sahih al-Bukhari, no. 
969) in the hadith collections known as Sunan Abi Dawud (no. 2438), 
Sunan ibn Majah (no. 1727), Musnad Ahmed (no. 1968) and Sahih ibn 
Hibban (no. 324). 

These ahadith substantiate the point that the first ten days of Dhu'l- 
Hijjah possess remarkable blessings and superiority, and all Muslims 
should make the most of these sanctified days. 



1 See Musnad Ahmed (no. 5446, Arna'ut edition) 

2 Jami al-Tirmidhi (no. 758). See later for this narration. 

3 See Musnad Abu Dawud al-Tayalisi (no. 2397) 

4 Sahih ibn Hibban (no. 3853) 

5 2/192 

6 2/284, no. 767 



75 7* Ibn 'Abbas narrated that the 
Messenger of Allah ^ said: 
"There are no days in which 
righteous deeds are more beloved 
to AJ I ah than these ten days.' 1 They 
said: £d O Messenger of Allah! Not 
even Jihad in Allah's Cause?" The 
Messenger of Allah said: ''Not 
even Jihad In AJIah T s Cause, unless 
a man were to go out with his self 
and his wealth and not return from 
that with anything." (Sahih) 




There are narrations on this topic 
from Ibn 'Umar, Abu Hurairah, 
'Abdullah bin 'Amr* and Jabir, 



Abu 'Eisa said: The Hadith of Ibn 
£ Abb5s is a Hasan Gharih Sahih 
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As for fasting, then th e most significant day to fast is the day of Hajj 
itself - Yaum al-Arafa, which is the 9 th of Dhul Hijjah. This is more 
pertinent for those who are not performing Hajj itself. There is 
difference of opinion if the one on Hajj may also fast on the day of 
Arafa. 

A Hadith in Sahih Muslim 7 states: 

[2746] 1^4S - (11 62) ft was 
narrated from Abu Qatadah that 
a man came to the Prophet 3^ 
and said: "How do you fast?" 




The Messenger of Allah =g£ got 
angry at his words, and when 
'Umar [may Allah be pleased 
with them] saw that he was angry* 
he said: "We are pleased with 
Allah as our Lord, with Islam as 
our religion and with Muhammad 
as our Prophet; we seek refuge 
with Allah from the wrath of 
Allah and the wrath of His 
Messenger/' ^Umar [may Allah 
be pleased with them] started 
repeating these words until his 
anger went away, then 'Umar 
said: Messenger of Allah, 

what about one who fasts all the 
time?" He said: "He has neither 
fasted nor broken the fast/* 
'Umar said: "What about one 
who fasts for two days, then 
breaks his Cast for one day?*' He 
( c Umar) said: "Is anyone able to 
do that?*' He said: "What about 
one who fasts one day and breaks 
his fast for one day?" He said: 
"That is the fast of Dawud, — 3$sa 
He CUmar) said: "What about 
one who fasts one day and breaks 
his fast for two days?" He said: "I 
wish that I were able to do that/* 
Then the Messenger of Allah ^ 
said: "Three days of each month 
and one Ramadan to the next, 
thaL is like fasting for an entire 
lifetime. Fasting on the day of 
'Arafah, I ask Allah that it may 
expiate for (the sins of) the year 
that corries before it, and the year 
that comes after it. And fasting 
the Day of 'Ashitra \ I ask Allah 

that it may expiate for (the sins 
of) the year that comes before 
it," 



7 3/241-3 
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The 10th of Dhul-Hijjah is the day of Sacrifice (Yaum al-Nahr) and it is 
also the day of Eid al-Adha for those not on Hajj. If someone has 
intended to carry out a sacrifice of an animal (qurbani) then it is 
praiseworthy not to cut the hair or trim the nails from the first day of 
Dhul Hijjah until the sacrifice is done. 

Hadiths on this are mentioned in Sahih Muslim 8 : 



[5121 J 42 - (,„) ft was narrated & (...)-£ Y [a u 1] 

that 'Lfmar bin Muslim bin _ 



'Umarah bin Ukaimah Al-Lailhi 
said: "I heard Sa'eed bin Al- 
Musaiyyab say: i heard Umm 
Salamah, the wife of the Prophet 
jg, say: "The Messenger of Allah 
3g said: 'Whoever has an animal 
to sacrifice, when the crescent 
moon of DhuMlijjah appears, let 
him not remove anything from 
his hair or nails, until he has 
offered his sacrifice/" 




5/317 



SOME WEAK (DA'EEP) NARRATIONS 
ON THIS MATTER: 



From Jami al-Tirmidhi: 



758* Abu Hurairah narrated that :^^JI ^ & ^ ti!U- - V*A 

the Prophet said: "There are 110 ; = M r m / ,,,,,, , 

da>* more beloved to Allah that fc r»* ^ ^ ^ ^ J ^ ^ 

He be worshipped in them than the J[ ^ J j^i ^ 

ten of Dhul-Hijjah 4 fasting every \ - \ *"" s 

day of them is the equivalent of v*"' JfV ^° ^ ur^ 1 ^ ^> 

fasting a year, and standing every j ■ ^ £3 ^, , 

night of them (in prayer) is the - * \ 

equivalent of standing on the Night <^ f 'r* ^ f ^ <-^' 

Abu RTsii said: This /fadftA is * " I " ; ' " f r 

Gharib, we du not know of it J -U^- ^ si* 

except as a narration of Mas + ud bin ✓ , . > * ■ * * * m. 
Wasil from An-Nahhas. (He said:) ^ ^ J ^ ^ 1 ^V* 

I asked Muhammad about this \lk ^ liLii JjL,_« [:JU] 1 ^4^ 1 
ffadifh and he did not know of its 
like from other than this route. He 
said: Something about this has ^ Siti ^ j! :JG_, . iii 
been reported from Qatadah from 



Sauced bin Al-\fusayyab s from the ^ ! 4r 4 J-*^ ^ ^ 0* ^r^* 31 u? 1 

Prophet ^ in Morsel form. (Yahya ■ ^ j ^ j; ^ ^ ^] ^ 

bin Sa'eed has criticized Nahhas bin - r - a 1 

Qahm due to his weak memory.) Jj 



Thus, the above narration has been shown to be weak by Imam al- 
Tirmidhi himself. Within its chain of transmission is the sub narrator 
known as Nahhas ibn Qahm who is weak (da'eef) as mentioned by al- 
Hafiz ibn Hajar al-Asqalani (d. 852 AH) in his al-Taqrib al-Tahdhib 9 . 
There is also another sub narrator known as Mas'ud ibn Wasil who is 
also somewhat weak. For these reasons, Shaykh Shu'ayb al-Arna'ut 



9 No. 7197 



declared the chain of transmission to be weak (da'eef) in his editing of 
Jami al-Tirmidhi 10 



In the Sunan of an-Nasa'i there is the following narration: 

2374. It was narrated from :JlS ^ tj'j - TW{ 

Hunaidah bio. Khalid that his wife t , • -- , * „ IS ^ - . , > ^ ^* 

said: "One of the wives of the ^ il > b ^ : Jt* 0^ 

Prophet m said: 'The Prophet ^ tffal jJli -J u<i ?i r ££J| -;i 

used to fast on the day of 'Ashuxa', 7* ' "* ''I '« V 

nine days of DMl-Hijjah and three & ~M %p t^H 

days each month: The first Monday . ^ ; * , ^ ~ „ -j, 

of the month, and two Thursdays.'" ^ , , rJi ™ ^ ^ 

(Sam) j£\ Jjl ^ ^ f-ft l£? 

\£rv:^* t ^.IaJI ^ : l-jL t^L^aJl u^b ^1 a^j^\ Egy**^ aiL^J] 

The editor 11 of the above edition claimed that the chain of transmission 
(isnad) is Sahih (authentic), and it was also authenticated by Nasir al- 
Albani in his editing of the same hadith collection. 12 In opposition to 
this verdict, Shaykh Shu'ayb al-Arna'ut and his co-editors deemed the 
narration to be weak (da'eef) due to the shakiness (idtirab) of the 
narration in their editing of the Musnad of Imam Ahmed ibn Hanbal. 13 
Indeed, the 8 th century Muhaddith known as Imam Jamalud-Din al- 
Zayla'i (d. 762 AH) has also considered the above narration to be weak 
(da'eef) in his Nasb al-Ra'ya 14 

Some scholars allow acting upon the above narration due to taking the 
stance that it is an authentic narration, while others have mentioned 
the following more authentic narration to prove otherwise from the 
narration of A'isha, the noble wife of Allah's Messenger (sallallahu 



1U 2/285, fn. 1 

11 Zubair Ali Za'i in his editing of Sunan a-Nasa 7 (3/274) as published by Dams Salam 

12 See his "Sahih Sunan an-Nasa'i" (no. 2371) and (< Sahih Sunan Abi Dawud" (no. 2437) 

13 See 37/24, no. 22,334, 44/69, no. 26,568 and 45/375, no. 27,376. There is a similar variant 
from Hafsa (ra) also in the Musnad Ahmed (44/59, no. 26,459) that was declared weak by 
Shaykh Shu'ayb al-Arna'ut. 

14 2/157 
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alaihi wa sallam) as found in Sahih Muslim and in other books of 
hadith. 15 The wording from Sahih Muslim 16 being: 



Chapter 4* Fasting The (First) 
Ten Dajs Of Dhul Hijjah 

[2789} 9 - (1176) It was 

narrated that 'Aishah [may AMh 
bts pleased with them] said: "I 
never saw the Messenger of Allah 
£g fasting in the ten days (of 
Ohui-Hijjah).- 



[2790] 10 - (...) It was narrated 
from ' Ai^hah [may Allah be 
eased with her] that the Prophet 
#g did not fast the ten days (of 
Dhul-Hijjah). 



From Jami al-Tirmidhi 17 : 

Chapter 51- What Has Been 
Related About Fasting The Ten 
(Hays Of Ohul-Hijiah) 

756. £ Aishah narrated: * £ I did no I 
see the Prophet ^ fasting at all 
during the ten (Sahih) 
Abu *EJsa said: This Is how il was 
reported by more lhan one from 
Al-A'mash, from Ibrahim, from Al^ 
Aswad, from fi Aishah. Ath-ThawrT 
and others narrated this Hadtih 
from Mansur, from Ibrahim: L£ That 
I he Prophet ^ was not seen fasting 
during the ten/' Abu Al-Ahwas 
reported it from Mansur, from 
Ibrahim, from * Aishah, and he did 
not mention Al-Aswad in It. So 
they disagree with Mansur in this 



^ j£± fj^r 1>0 - <t r ^J0 

'sir - 1 - f ' c i 

HI <L! J_^j cjfj £ :cJli [l^i iLl 

Is -I - ** i ■** 

. JUS j-JjJl LfcJ 

^ -- j 

■ ^ ^ Jt 

i_> j j ^-151* : L j~*' Jti 

4 i V^Sf I t I ^ I /^ir ^ ^i^Lt-S/ 1 

i^^ 1 ^jjj . lisL* ^ 
^ ijjJaZJ* jJi ^333 



Like Musnad Ahmed (42/366, no. 25. 566) edited by Shaykh Shu'ayb, who also mentioned 
that it is found in Sunan al-Kubra of an-Nasa'i (no. 2873), Sahih ibn Khuzayma (no. 2103) as 
well as Sahih Muslim (no. 1 176) as mentioned above. 

16 3/263 

17 2/191-2 
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Hadith, and the narration of Al- 
A 1 mash is more correct and has a 
more connected chain. 




He said: I heard Abu Bakr 
Muhammad bin Aban saying: S< 1 
heard WakT saying: "AJ-A ma&h has 
preserved the chain of Ibrahim 
better than Mansflr."' 




CONCLUSION: 



It is also recommended that one exerts additional efforts in doing good 
deeds like the recitation of the Qur'an, Salatul Tahajjud and other 
supererogatory prayers (nawafil), as well as acts like the remembrance 
of Allah (dhikr) with the tongue, giving charity (sadaqa), making sincere 
repentance (tawba), saying takbir (Allahu akbar), and other virtuous 
actions, because they are some of the unsurpassed days in the year. 
As for fasting, then it is recommended to fast in particular on the 9 th of 
Dhul Hijjah (the day of Yaum al-Arafa) based on the hadith quoted 
earlier from Sahih Muslim. While other scholars also permit fasting all 
nine days of the beginning of Dhul Hijjah. 



Peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad 

Abul Hasan Hussain Ahmed 

London 

28 th Dhul Qa'da 1434 AH/October 2013 



